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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 065813 
ORIGIN L-03 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-08 OES-06 CG-00 DOTE-OO 
CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FMC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 
SAL-01 DLOS-06 OIC-02 AF-08 ARA-10 EA-09 NEA-10 
10-13 /098R 

DRAFTED BY L/T:WMMCQUADE/L/EB:JCROOK:KG 
APPROVED BY L/T:AWROVINE 
EB/TT/MA - MR. TAYLOR 
L/UNA - MR. STOWE (PARA 4) 

OES/ENP - MR. KINDER 
L/ARA - MRS. CHESTER (PARA 4) 

EUR/NE - MR. WORREL (INFO) 

L/EA - MR. NORTON (PARA 4) 

COAST GUARD - CAPT.HALLBERS(PHONE) 

260007Z 100030/70 

R 242209Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY LONDON 

UNCLAS STATE 065813 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, IMCO 

SUBJECT: TERRITORIAL APPLICATION OF COLREGS CONV 

1 . AT THE TIME RATIFICATION WAS DEPOSITED FOR COLREGS 
CONV NO TERRITORIAL APPLICATION WAS MADE PURSUANT TO 
ART III OF THE CONV. IN ANTICIPATION OF ENTRY INTO FORCE 
OF THE CONV LATER THIS YEAR THE FOLLOWING NOTE HAS BERN 
PREPARED TO NOTIFY IMCO OF US TERRITORIAL APPLICATION. 

EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO TRANSMIT NOTE SI TOST ANTI ALLY SIMI- 
LAR TO FOLLOWING DRAFT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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BEGIN TEXT 

THE AMOASSADOR OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PRESENTS 
HIS COMPLIMENTS TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE INTER 
GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION AND HAS 
THE HONOR TO REFER TO THE CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
REGULATIONS FOR PREVENTING COLLISIONS AT S-A, 1972, DONE 
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AT LONDON ON OCTOBER 20, 1972. PARTICULAR REFERENCE IS 
MADE TO ARTICLE III OF THE CONVENTION WHICH PROVIDES IN 
RELEVANT PART: 

ARTICLE III 

TERRITORIAL APPLICATION 

. . . ANY CONTRACTING PARTY RESPONSIOLE FOR THE INTER- 
NATIONAL RELATIONS OF A TERRITORY MAY AT ANY TIME BY 
NOTIFICATION IN WRITING TO THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE 
ORGANIZATION . . . EXTEND THE APPLICATION OF THIS CONVEN- 
TION TO SUCH A TERRITORY. 

2. THE PRESENT CONVENTION SHALL, UPON THE DATE OF RECEIPT 
OF THE NOTIFICATION OR FROM SUCH OTHER DATE AS MAY BE 
SPECIFIED IN THE NOTIFICATION. EXTEND TO THE TERRITORY 
NAMED THEREIN. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES DEPOSITED ITS INSTRU- 
MENT OF RATIFICATION OF THE CONVENTION ON NOVEMBER 23, 
1976, AND NOW WISHES IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARTICLE III TO 
NOTIFY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE APPLICATION OF THE 
CONVENTION TO CERTAIN TERRITORIES FOR WHICH THE UNITED 
STATES HAS INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY. SPECIFICALLY, 

THE UNITED STATES INTENDS TO EXTEND APPLICATION OF THE 
CONVENTION TO PUERTO RICO, GUAM, THE CANAL ZONE, THE 
VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES, AMERICAN SAMOA, THE 
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, MIDWAY, WAKE, 
JOHNSTON ISLANDS, PALMYRA ISLAND, KINGMAN REEF, HOWLAND 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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ISLAND, BAKER ISLAND, JARVIS ISLAND AND NAVASSA ISLAND. 

ADDITIONALLY, RECENT COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE DEPOSITARY 
REGARDING ACTIONS RELATING TO THE CONVENTION HAVE NOT 
REPORTED MANY EXTENTIONS OF TERRITORIAL APPLICATION BY 
OTHER CONTRACTING PARTIES. IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER 
CERTAIN CONTRACTING PARTIES INTEND THAT TERRRITORIES FOR 
WHICH THEY HAVE INTERNATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES BE COVERED 
OR BE EXCLUDED BY THEIR RATIFICATIONS. THE GOVERNMENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES WISHES TO SOLICIT THE VIEWS OF SUCH 
CONTRACTING PARTIES ON THE ISSUE OF APPLICABILITY OF THE 
CONVENTION TO THE TERRITORIES FOR WHICH THEY HAVE INTER- 
NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES. 

END TEXT NOTE. 

2. UPON TRANSMITTAL OF NOTE EMBASSY SHOULD PROMPTLY 
NOTIFY DEPT BY TELEGRAPH AND, WHEN IT BECOMES AVAILABLE, 
TRANSMIT TO THE DEPT (ATTN: L/T) THE FORMAL IMCO 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE US NOTE. 

3. EMBASSY ALSO REQUESTED TO CONTACT UK AUTHORITIES 
CONCERNING UK'S INTENDED APPLICATION OF NEW COLREGS 
CONVENTION TO UK TERRITORIES. IMCO S MOST RECENT COM- 
MUNICATION ON THIS SUBJECT (COLREG/CIRC. 28) LISTS ONLY 
HONG KONG. IN OTHER CASES, NOTABLY UK EXTENSION OF 1969 
CIVIL LIABILITY CONVENTION UK EXTENDED APPLICATION OF 

IMCO CONVENTIONS TO AN EXTENSIVE LIST OF TERRITORIES. 
EMBASSY ACCORDINGLY REQUESTED TO DETERMINE WHETHER UK 
INTENDS TO APPLY COLREGS TO TERRITORIES OTHER THAN HONG 
KONG, OR WHETHER 1960 COLREGS WILL REMAIN IN EFFECT IN 
AREAS OTHER THAN HONG KONG. PROMPT RESPONSE WILL BE 
APPRECIATED, SINCE USG WILL SHORTLY BE PUBLISHING FEDERAL 
REGISTER NOTICES TO ADVISE U.S. MARITIME COMMUNITY ON 
TERRITORIAL APPLICATION OF NEW COLREGS. 
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VANCE 
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